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Mr M'ti l.d quickly chx-lde- flint il
woi ' 1 In absurd to iillninpt to deny

li s drtitity. fills wns no ordinary
n til iiiul ho lind ciiIIim! Iiim by bin

r n.'iiui' with it foniidi'ni'o born
ciitalnty. Ho tlinticlil it ltoit oven

to foni'pal Ills snrpriM'. nml llinroforo,
n UioiikIi tonviTsin;; with :m old

c. hi' iiiiswi'ind iiuinily:
"I cannot icfiill over having onjoyetl

n uri" so niui-li- . Yon Imuo a won-il- i

rfnl of your snlijift nijd mark-c- d

alnlit. in pi'sitti Inr It Infi'llllLily,
Imli i il I am in your tlebl."

Mr, Mitihi l was a nian of groat sulf
or trul ,'iiid had that niaicry of man-i- i

"' v lnrh mailt" it inx.-ilil-o for him
i n' rrl.v lo Mibdiio his finntions and
to i )i i al his thought when ho so
ill iiiil. It was therefore rreaeher
.1 i who v as now astonished, and he
il'd n.n hide his feelings so Well. Ho
l.ad prepared liis little coup wllh nitn--

null, painry satisfaction. Ho had
hoped to see .Mr. .Mileliel start In alarm
on learning thai his identity was
Known alarm that it should lie known
n nuns sueh company and In such a
pl.'i 'i'. Ho was therefore piipied at the
mtnichalant reply and for a moment
Ins! his own customary self possession.

" mi do not seem surprised at my
know it? you!" he exclaimed Irritably
nnd m almost a threatening tone.

"I nn "I so many people and am so
vi- v poi.r at recalling faces." said Mr.
M" hel Miavi Iy. "that when one ad-

dressee me by name I take it as a mat-t- i
r i f i oure that we have mot befme,

evi ' tin nigh the fact may have os-(n- il

in. own memory. And this has
1 .i i n noil to me so many times that it
bt in surprisos me."

' It'll wo have never met before,"
Mid Preacher .lint, still iu ominous
tout s

"1 idecii:"
"Illlei'li:"
M M hel made nn further remark,

lint i irrih gazed intently into his com-
panion s face and awaited his next

-- i

!

"Dn 10" 7iuon thnl Mr. funics cf 11 rpy
upon mrf"

words Th' criminal, finding himself
tl ii t, pi Uo. to speak again, paused,
rd' ci.i i,,nv to proceed. Thus dur
ing f w critical moments the two
nun si. Kid face lo face In silence

ll is possible for this man to turn
lo is friends ami announce ihai a spy
wa ,vi ."it' them, and Mr. Mitcher.-- i

rirei r nf u fulness might thus mi-

ni 'lo appreciated fully Hie danger
Df his position, but he was one nf those
tin n who arc calmest in such supreme
'rl-is- , am) 11 wns this entire absence
it fear which must hnve appealed to
.he other man. himself afraid of noth-
ing Ihmg Presently, wllh an altered
sk 'Ht win li showed that all antago-
nism had been laid aside for the timo
In ng Prcii'hcr .Ilin exieuded his hand
Bud said

"Mr Mltchel. 1 am pleased to mako
your ncq iauitance and glad that you
Oav come here tonight."

Mr Mltchd took Hie proffered hand
find shook it cordially as he replied;

' ' qually pleased to know you
and lo be bete."

"I wish to talk with you. Will you
mine wnh me where we will not' bo
disturbed and have a chat and a

Pn n her .llm led the way and Mr.
Mlt In I followed until they entered

11 small private cabin In which were a
table and a few chairs. The two men
hat opposite each oilier, and the ctinii-na- l

summoned a waller and ordered a
liotlle of wine. Then he began by say
lug

"Mr. Mltchd, In spite f vo,.
feigned calmness, confess that you did
not expect mo to call you by your
name,"

"1 certainly was astonished, but you
villi admit that it would not have been
Wl e lo allow you to see that too
plainly"

"li would have been very unwij .

I was iy a bad huiuy anu Have are

j
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time, as you may Judge by my lec-
ture. ;gh loininil ii'-l- tl "t
Htrietly In accord with the laws of our
touulry."

"You menu that you might have
done tnc an Injury. I realized that
and acted In Ihe manner which seemed
best calculated (o prevent anv trotl"
bio."

"Again. say yon are a wise man.
You are more than thai you are a
brave one, for only courage could hnvo
carried yon saTelx Ihrollgh. Now that
my anger has pulsed I nin harmless, t
assure you."

'Tot-hap-i- , lii' lt. you would lie willing
to enlighten in" as in lmw you chanced
to know my name,"

Mr. Mltchel. ipilck lo read character,
thought that he had detecled a large
share of vanity in this man, and hu
'hoped to mollify him further by af-
fording him an opportunity to boast a
liitli'. In Ihlsi he was entirely success-
ful, lor the reply came with a touch
of eagerness.

"Ah!" said rreaeher .Mm. "Ynti
have thought twice before try

ing to steal a march on me. I in you
suppose that I could have evaded tho
law Dinners and (lie laws as success-
fully as I have if the two eyes in my
head were both half blind, as In tho
case of si(i per cent of men? No, air.
I lime hundreds of eyes keep'.ntC
vwiu-ii- . i liiiei-- riat von were coming
here tonight long before you came, ami
had I chosen to prevent it you eouM
never ha vi." boanltu tnis beat. But I
considered the matter and decided to
allow you to hear my lecture."

Ai:nin 1 lind in.it I am In vour
ilflu."

"lint ymi wish to learn how I knew
this. 'I'o n plain thoroughly I must
tell you siiiii"thitig more of our organi-
zation. We 'crunks.' as the boys call
llieiii-elvc- v a re blinded togelhef for
mutual protect inn. We are at et..n..il
warfare v. itli Hie police force. We are
constantly spied upon by detectives.
So miiell. of t i m I'M", you know. We
have therefore airaugeil a more or less
perfect s...ii ,,f , .fens,.. When .

of our it'll is see, a deleciive. it
his In spy ti mil that

fp. and repnri in olliceis of our socie-
ty. In this way we i.ficu obt:.iu valu-
able informal ion. which frcpionily
makos it posi,,. f,. us )(l a.d in the
escape of tlie special prey fur which
.1... .1... . ..!.. ..... . . .'o live im.'iii lie si arciniig. .Now,
you will remember that w Hon you
were talking with Sl.'ppory S.iin this
morning thai cunning young man rec-
ognized a ileioctive and led y.m off in
another il i; ,11. cry good. Km it
so chanced thai another of our m.'in-- 1

Iters was in tin- - neighborhood, and ho
also saw the detective and it once be- -

gau to shadow uim. 'an you guess
what business called thai detective
into Hie neighboihood of Apollo hall
tiiis moruiu

"Xo."
"Yet he Is employed by your fr'.-nil- .

Mr. Karnes." Preacher .Ilin clnickli d
.is Mr. Mltchel this time manifested
hi.s surprise when, by way of response,
hi asked quickly:

"Do you mean that Mr. Karnes set
spy upon mey"

".I list so. rrieiiiUy, wasn't if,
"Hut with what object?"
Mr. Mitch, felt assured thai he

could answer his own quesiion, but he
wished to learn how much this man
knew or suspeclcd. Ills object wtw
not attained, for the answer was:

"Ah! That's 110 affair of mine. You
J"' t one of our members, ami there-
fore our man would not hae pursued
the matter further had you mil been
in company with Slippery Sam."

"And why because of that fact'"
"Il Is always Important to know

whether there be among us any who
would betray a friend for rcadv cash.
You (oi.iprclienil.' So iu this instance
Mr. Harm's ' man. who Is a clever fol-
low, seeing thai Slippery Sam had

i;,.pi i t, background until
you were around the corner, and then
be began to shadow you most scientific-
ally. Kut our man Is skillful also,
and ho easily kept the whole party In
Klghl until you pal led with Sam. Then
he tracked you to your home and ob-
tained much Information about you, all
of which In due time reached 'inc. It
was not dlillcult to discover that Sam
mean! lo bring you with him, and so
we weio

"You do not mean that you could got
that information from Stun himself;
He seems loo shrewd."

"He is sharp, but our system was too
much for him. it was very easy, as
you will perceive. Ho could not bring
you wllh him without obtaining a pass
for two. In applying for it he was
obliged lo give a full ncrounl of tho
person whom he wished in Introduce.
He did so. and with Hie Infm 'lll.'l Inn
which we already had It was not dlill-
cult to take the trui' measurement of
his imaginary 'crook' who worked at'
engraving bunk notes1 ami who Mid

not desire any new aciiiialnlanees.' Itl
was really quite amusing lo hear him
expatiating upon the wonderful talents,
of his new found tili-n- who was 'sink-- 1

lug him for the present." "
Preacher .Mm imitated Slippery Sain

mi well that Mr. Milchcl laughed
heartily. Then he asked:

"Hut why did you allow me to come
on board?"

"I will tell you candidly. 1 had as
much curiosity to learn your object In
coining among us us you possibly had
in seeing me and my friends. Why did
you come?"

"I will be equally frank with you. I
had no special' object. The proposal
was made by Sam, ami It seemed to
be attractive I therefore accepted,
I have always taken an Interest In the

called criminal class and would not
miss the chance of seeing them when
flee from reatialni."

"Then you came merely as one goes
to the park to see the wild animals?"

"With absolutely 110 other
purpose"

There was a pause dining width It
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wns cudetit o Mr. Mltchd that hlV
I II IU 11 ' - 'i'i (iiii w .ial hi

(li)lilll Us tl) Ihe wisdom of trustm
llllll, Mllll (if (his he was assured bv
the tn M ipiosiion, which was asKed
utiiti1i,ttli ll.nl I... i,,t. ,1.1 1... re...niiiviii, llllll 111; llll.lll IIU lUUI'll OIL
ltlH guard, or at least have no chance
for preparing an untruthful reply.

"Why tvai that defective spying up-
on you?" asked Preacher ,Mm. Mr.
Mltchel realized that It would be nee- -

I essary to answer unhesliailngly, but
he was aecuslomed to delerinlne up-
on a line of conduct quickly, and now
he decided upon a bold nnd possibly
hazardous course.

"I have no objection to telling you
what I think of that," said he. "though,
of coiii'ie, 1 may be wrong. Mr.
llarties Is working upon a mysierloiis
case and has asked uie to assist him.
lie vnlues my assistance In an Investi-
gation, but at the aame time be ills,
likes tn admit that I could accomplish
whal would baffle hltn. I Imagine that
In tills Instance he has setii a man
after me that 1 may mil make discov-
eries which would be unknown to hltn.
Tints he would hope In keep pace wllh
me In any advance that I might make."

"If he 1st as clever a detective as his
r'ipiitallou declares him lo be. ho
should be nbove such methods. Were
I n detective I would life my brains
nnd not rely upon this petty system of
spies."

This was even better than Mr.
Mltchel had hoped for, and he hasten-e- d

now lo lead the conversation luto
the channel which he had choucu to
cuter. j

"I -- oneur with you heartily, nnd f
hint, your opinion upon a crime would

be niosl interesting. wonder If I

would be going too far were I to ask
you to discuss tlie one iu question."

"You may do so if you wish, ll will
depend upon what crime it Is and how
much I may really know aNiut It
whether I would care lo talk II over
with you. You must not forget that I

am a crook and that 1 am acquainted
wllh the greatest criminals in this
country. Any otic of my friends might
be Hie guilty man iu this Instance. In-
deed I niighl be Hie criminal myself."

ICm'U in a case of murder?" asked
Mr. Mltchel quk-kly- , eying his com-
panion closely.

"Why inn?" was the calm reply. "It
Is natural for you to suppose thai the
degi of Hie crime mailers. Inn with
the born criminal, such as I am. there
are no degrees, no limits, except Hiom"
created by the exigencies of clretim- -

stances, lor example. I might decide
to steal a pocket handkerchief, ami a
chain ol events nilLilil ensue whit li
would lead to Ihe neci ily of killing a i

man. Thai would noi n.iy. could not
make 1110 pause. Il would lie lust as
natural ami just as una voidable, with
niy heritage and character, as thai one
congeiiitally phthisical should lake a
slight cold which. would lead ton cough
and thence to consumption and pnssi-"hl- y

In death. You see, even the llnal
event, dcalli. is the same iu each."

Mr. Milchcl had asked his quest ion
hoping lo see this man show sonic sign
of einolion which would Indicate
whether ot not one of his secret and
unsuspected crimes might lie Ihe kill-- ,
Ing of a fellow being, for already he
had grown so in lores ted iu this criin-- I

inal thai the discovery of one or his
unlawful acts would seem of more con- -

sequence than Ihe unraveling of the
Mora murder. Now he found that the
man was so deeply In earnest iu Ills
tl" ..ries of crime that he could not be
Kin prised into showing any emotions
wh'ch would Inculpate himself. Never-
theless lie still thought that the conver-
sation could be continued tn advantage
along the lines w hlch ie was following
and so proceeded:

"Of course have no wish to induce
you to betray ell her your friends or
yourself, ami it Is scarcely possible
that you have any connection with the
Mora murder, which is the case iu
which I am interesleil."

"Ah, yes! You mean the rich man,
who was with one of his own
weaponsV 1 have urn Hie sllgliiest ob-
jection to giving you my view s 011 that
subject. Ask me what you please."

"I hatdly know where 10 begin. It
Just c urred to me that it is a crime
the details of which had been skill-- j

fully manai-ei- l and that as you an;
not only a criminal, for which asser-- J

Hon I have only your own authority,
but 11N0 a student of criminology, your
opinion woiihl be Interesting to me.
Then-for- I ventured to ask for it. You
might tell me lo begin with, whether
you would look for the murderer
among the so called criminal class or
elsewhere1;"

"Ah. bul you forget that, even
though the man who has done this has
never before been detecled 111 crime,
this act places him at once among
what you term the criminal class. You
could n.l seek a murderer elsewhere"

"You seem lo be evading my ques-
tion." said Mr. Milchcl boldly. "I will
pul II more plainly. Would you look
for a man who has been guilty of oth-
er crimes, or would you say that Ihls
is an Initial ciime, the act of 11 man
who has never sinned before?"

"I'liquestlouably the guilty man was
far from Innocent of other crimes. It
was deliberately planned nnd studious-
ly executed. Only a minder coiiuuil-- j
toil In 1 lie heat of passion could be a
first offense A premeditated killing
proves the guilty party to be a regular
criminal, though of course It does not
follow that he has been previously
recognized as such."

"Then you do not believe that the
son is gulPy ?" asked Mr. Mltchd.

"What I believe on that score must
have little weight, because I do not
know the accused. He Is no! known to
be a criminal. Therefore the presump-
tion Is iu his favor. If In- - has never
committed a crime before, 1 would
stake my life on his Innocence. Hut, If
he has, then II is possible that he is the
man. I only say It is possible."

"There seem to bo many fads which
point lo his guilt. For example, tin
weapon used was part of a collection
owned by I he deceased. The son of
course knew where to obtain ll."

"That would be very poor evldclieii
upon which In hang a num. What
need had the murderer tn know where
the bludgeon was usually kepi, since
the old man had laken It to bed with
hltn?"

Mr. Mitdid started at hearing this.
The words gave 1,1m a new and Impiir
linn Idea. He remembered Mr. Barnes1
argument (i .1 ih uidevcd man hu.'
not I.-- ' a the weapon from the cabliu '

him- - !'" n the il'inr was found up"i
Pre ' ,1 n ad ui'"od ill I H--

' I lr Mllehel dciernilii

ed tn nrnbe deeper In oldi to lea 11 )

ti us, ,is for his opinioii.
' h, of coui'se'" .aid he, wllh no

(iiilwnnl exhibition of the increased
which he felt. "If Mr. Mora i,,ik

the weapon up stairs, any man might
hnve found and Used it. Ktlt Hie old
man was very methodical, nud I am
assured thai If he had done as you nig-ges- l

he would again have locked the
cabinet door, which, on the coiilr.iry,
was found open In the morning, an
though the weapon had been abstract
ed hurriedly by some one laboring un-

der cM'liemetit. Does not this coulllet
With your Idea?"

"Why. not at all. You tiro probably
repeating to me one of the arguments
of your friend Mr. Ha men, which only
shown hnw detectives always work lo
substantiate a theory. Instead of al-
lowing an Investigation to lead when!
It will Of course It is all guesswork
nbottt the movements of the man who
was killed, but my solution of the mys-
tery Is Hint he expected trouble that
night, and In that en so. anticipating
the approach of an enemy, he would
have been sulllciciilly disturbed to
have forgotten to loi k Ihe door of tliu
cabinet again."

"I could icndlly agree with that If
I could see any reason for thinking
II. al he was expecting a i'.isagi ecnble.
visitor. What evidence have you of
thai?"

"Oh, very good, I think. In one of
the newspaper accoiiiils I read that
the watchman In his statement said
that ho saw young Mora enter the
house, because he had been warned
by his muster to be doubly watchful.
In lact, be had asked permission to
take the night for himself. a
substitute n his place, but Ills request
was reins,.,!, and then It was that lie
w.'is cautioned to be doubly on his
guard."

"That Is very si"nllle,'ini anil quite
new to nie. I wonder that Mr. Haines
omitted it from his report of Hie
facts."
"h. yon can't o.xpnel a detective to

think of everything, von know!"
Here Preacher ,11m laughed heartily,

while Mr. Mltchel ey si him Ihouglif-fu'l-

wunderlng at his apparent
and ids seemingly genuine

good humor. The nun's manner did
nn! agree with a half formula led Idea
which Mr. Milchcl was menially

and therefore be carefully
selected his words In continuing this
conversation.

Then if this watchman was so wide
awake." -- aid Mr. Mllehel, "urely it
nin.si count against young Mora when
h" swiars that he saw I1I111 cut r and
huve the house at about Ihe time of
the miitiler :

"Oh. no! Th watchman onlv swears
that 11 plaid nut of chillies wein in and
came out again. From thai in -

dudes ihal he saw young Mora, but
he migln be mistaken."

"Oh. thou you do not accept Mora's
thii'i'.v that the murderer pit on the
plaid s.ilt in the house after com-
mitting the clinic?"

"No. I do not. None but stupid ntli-dai- s

would have accepted I'i.i; trump-
ed up story. Why. how can you say
that the watchman was correct iu Iden-
tifying the clothing of the man w lieu
he came out of the house and dismiss
his equally p.isilive assertion as to
what he saw going in? Mmk my word,
the watch 11 N both truthful and ac-

curate That plaid suit went in and
ciiine oul again."

"And the nian who woie it killed old
man Mum?"

"Hey olid all question of tloiibl."
"Then the discovery of thai suit of

clothes should be the first ca'e of the
police."

"ll should, but the police will never
find it. Some one else may and prob-
ably will. I'o no) forget that the po-
lice are often credited wllh more than
they deserve The publication of all the
facts places all people 011 the m cut.
The guilty party is somewhere and
in comes Into coiilacl with
persons any one of whom may read his
fear in Ills face and report Ii to the po-
lice. Su those clothes are hidden, and
at any moment they may ivndi Hi"
(cntral olliee because some one finds
them and thinks il is his duty in take
thorn to headquarters. After that it
ought to be plain sailing."

"Why should not the murderer have
burned the clothing or at leasi hae de-
stroyed them In some way?"

"Perhaps he has. but it i often risky.
The smell of burnt cloth will muse 'a
whole tenement house full of people.
Ashes found may excite suspicion, per-
haps more so than the clothing nef,
especially If Hie murderer was disguis-
ed. On the whole, and Judging by what
I should have done myself, l com lude
thai the plaid suit Is still in existence.
Another man, though, might act differ-
ently. When theorizing about human
actions, we are all apt to measure
them by our personal standards."

"And you say thai if you had killed
Mr. Mora, having worn these clothes
as a disguise, you would not have du-
st royed them arterwnrd';"

"I think not. of course circum-
stances alter cases, and It mlghi bo
thai, liming actually killed the man,
my views would be altered, il Is so
easy to theorize eh, Mr. Mllehel?"

"Yes. yes! You are right. 11 said Mr,
Mltchd abstractedly, and then he

T.':-IV- -s- r I

"Yuu inrau fml ihr murtlrrcr til Mr.
.loiil iiuiu he on thlx limit."'

paused a moment, presently continu-
ing: "There is another point which
tclU against young Mora - the theft of
the will. It makes him nln Illluns
richer ami would be valueless to any
other man."

"Would II?" asked Preacher .llm.
Something Iu his Intonation attracted

Mr, Mltchel. and he quickly linked:
"Can yon Itnn-jlii- any use another

man might make of It?"
"I cnn."
"Will you tell me?"
"Mr ""tdicl, If I refine yon might

ho in .1" t'.o - jUi to num. Utut 1 Uvv

tunc ii 'in I enre to disclose, 'h it I m
tiidi a oriiig o shield soni" oin ami
you n.idit cvun get It lino yo.ir head
thai thai person Is myself. Therefore
I will reply to your iiiesinn. nllhough
1 think II should not have been asked.
It compels tne to show you how much
more useful property Is to the criminal
than to the rest of tho world."

"Oh. pardon me! II was understood
that I should mil Insist upon going any
I urt her than you chose. You need not
answer If you prefer not."

"No. I can understand that it would
Interest you lo hear my opinion, ami I

will give It. Thla Mill leaves half of
the foil line lo charily. Hy its sup-
pression the sou Inherits nil. Now. let
lis Imagine Ihal. an enterprising crook,
with a long head, conceives the plan of
stealing the will ami of killing Mr.
Mora, so thai Hie will should acquire
Immediate ahie. ("a n't you see now
how Ihal document might be useful lo
the thief?"

"1 would prefer not lo guess, bill lo
have you loll me"

"Very good. Young Mora inherits,
Then the crook turns up some line
night with a copy of the will which he
might dalm in have found In an ash
barrel, lie might ask what Mr. Mora
would give for the continued suppres-
sion of Hie will how much per year,
let us say. Would It not be fair, lii ex-
change for the nine millions, for the
heir to pay met' lo the crook at least
the annual Interest ? At even I percent
thai would lie .iiD.cii'd. Don't yon think

"that a document which would yield
that sum per year would be worth the
stealing?"

"Hy heavens, you are right! Hut It
would require a man of brains and
courage lo concoct and carry out sue1;
n scheme"

"There are scleral such men on this
boat."

"You mean that the murderer of Mr.
Mora may be on this boat?"

"lie may be, of course Stranger
things have happened, one of which Is
your own iireseticc here, as well as that
of the man who piomisctl to help you
If you should need aid."

"Ah! You heard ihal?"
"I did."
"Then perhaps you recognized Hie

nian?"
"I did."
"Who was he?"
"I think yon mur excuse tr.r not an- -

sweiing yntl this time. I prefer to let
you dii cover for yourself. never spoil
sport."

"Oh. very well! As you will! And
now. since you have been so kind as to
discuss one crime with me, there is an-

other In which I am even more deeply
interested. Perhaps you might express
your lews upon that."

"Again say it depends upon what
crime ii is ami how much I may
know."

"I am alluding to the child who was
found Iu the graveyard."

"Yes. Winn of ihal?"
"I bclicie that I have obtained a

dew which will unravel that mystery.
I think I shall soon know who the
child's mother Is. though It was not
she who placed the infant iu tin; ceme-
tery."

"You are sure of that?"
"Yes. It wns a man and probably

the father. Now I would llko to ask
yon"

"You must excuse me I prefer not
to discu-- s it. Ill fact, I have talked
with you too niiich already. Oood
night."

With Ihls abrupt speech Preacher
.Inn suddenly left Ihe room. Mr. Mlteh-- d

looked alter him a moment, with a
-- mile of satisfaction, and then went
Oil deik whistling softly.

FIIAPTKH VII.
TMP PI.Alll SI IT OK IIOTIIHS.

Mr. Mltchel readied his home that,
tilciil In safely, his pn-en- oo on the
boat having .apparently escaped the
nolit c of any ol" the crook.

On the following morning, precisely
al ihe hour appointed, Mr. Hurtles was
announced and tMicrcd iu.

"Ah! Oood morning. Mr. Ha rues."
said Mr. Milchcl. "1 hope you have
not overworked yourself on this case
of yours. Feeling well this morning?"

"ouite well. 1 thank you." was ihe
rejoinder. "Why du you

"f)h. I did not know but that you had
been up all night watching somebody.
Mr. Ha rues. I have often mlnut-e- the
patience of detect Ives when I have
read of one of them sitting all night
watching a doorway through which he
had m'cii a criminal pass. The fat t
that the criminal seldom comes out
again does not seem to deier him at all.
He watches on and hopes for the best.
Some day a criminal may come back
and be caught. Who Knows? That
sort of lliing always makes me think of
our cut. Itemus is his name, ami he Is
truly a wonderful fellow Iu many
ways, only he has that Inevitable fall-
ing of his kind he must waidi some-
thing. I suppose he feels h a sort of
duly In repayment for his food and
lodging. The first night on which he
came lo us he caught a mouse, and
wiiile he wis playing wllh it the little.
creature escaped and ran into my
wife's slipper, from which hiding place
Master Itemus soon dislodged him. Hut
do you know whenever Ihal cat sees
thai slipper lying about be sits down
and watches It! ll Is really very amus-
ing. Come up some night when my
wife Is at home and I will have Itemus
go through his performance for you. It
might prow a Useful object lesson."

"1 have listened patiently to your
dialling. Mr. Mltchd." said Mr. Harm-s- .

wllh becoming dignity, "and I should
be pleased lo liuie you tell me why you
have spoken thus. What have I done
to deserve It?"

"You had me spied upon," answered
Mr. .Mllehel sharply.

"You are mistaken," said Mr. Haines
quietly.

"Do you mean lo deny that one of
your men followed me about yester-
day ?"

"'No, but It was not at my Instiga-
tion."

"Then why was It done?"
"He knew you, and, seeing you In the

company of one of the shrewdest bun-
ko men Iu town, he thought it best to
keep you both In sight."

"Dear mo! So your man thought
that l.eroy Mltchel Is mil capable of
protecting himself In New York city!
"We will hit that puss then. Hut now
dl nie why you followed me personal-

ly last nlitht."
"How tlo you know that I did?"
"That Is not answering my ques-

tion."
"'Well. Mr. Mlt iu'l. while I certainly

think vou cap.iin o" taking cat(' of
yoi - from wh.i my loan ml no
coin liidcil that you 1111 ant in in com
pany slippery Sain on taiii nights ex-

cursion. Not lulling the same eonll-donc- e

In that p 'tsou which you seemed
to have, 1 though! that as your friend
It was my duty lo be on hand In case
of Iroiiblc, Hut 1 was not spying upon
you,"

"So you even went so fur as to dis
guise yourself as 11 waller ami serve)
beer to a lot of crooks, Just lo be near
me? I am truly Indebted lo you. Hut
I do 1101 admire ihls masquerading. It!
Is too theatrical. It saiois too much
of the dime novel detective. And I

suppose, of course, you had lo brHio
one of the regular waiters, who al-

lowed ynti In lake his place, eh?"
"Not exactly." said Mr. Karnes

hesitatingly, somewhat nbashed by the
ciillclsin upon his methods; "but, Mr.
Mltchd, we cannot always choose I

have known ot the uses to which this',
bout bus been put all summer, and I

realized that It would be wise and
might become of extreme Importance!
to me to have it in my power lo bo
on board at any time I therefore ar-- l
ranged matters wllh the head waiter
nnd have played waiter on that boat so
often thai tiou my presence attracts
no su'iijcioii "

"That Is just the conceit common to'
nil of your profession. Your disguises
are never penetrated. Yon are like the
ostrich with his bead In Ihe sand, ln- -

visible In your own mind. Now, the
fact is your Identity was very well,
known on the boat last night."

"Indeed! How do you know that?"
"The lecturer of the evening wa t

talking to nie about you. He considers
you rather clever, but expressed his
surprise thai you should stoop to such
antiquated nietlioils as the employment
of spies. He says that If he were lit
your place he would use his brains In-

stead."
"Then he would accomplish little, for

he has 110 brains." Mr. Haines spoke
angrily, for he had begun to lose pa-- '
Hence He thought that Mr. Mltchel
went too far iu his adverse criticisms,
and in tills perhaps be was right. Hut
the truth was Mr. Mllehel was ex-- 1

cesslvely annoyed, not so much because
a spy hud followed him, but because
for the first time In his experience ho
had not himself discovered the fact..
He had therefore ghen vent to his fuel-- 1

lugs by resorting lo sal ire
Mr. Milchcl had decided that Preach-e- r

.lini was posses-'e- d of quite a supe-
rior quality of brains, and consequent-- 1

ly he was attracted by Mr. Ha rues'
words, well knowing that they were
not idly spoken.

"Whal do you mean by thai?" said
he.

'The man Is a monomaniac," Mr.
Harm s replied. ;

"On what subject?"
"Oh. on the subject of l.'lM night's

lecture! I know his history very well,
having observed him for many year-- .
One of his delusions Is Ihal he Is him-
self a great criminal. If yuu could get
him to tall; with you. he would un-

doubtedly lead you to suppose that he
has committed many crimes and that
through his marvelous skill he has not
only escaped arrest, but has cieii
avoided suspicion." j

'"Hut Is not this true?"
"True as lo his keeping 0111 of the,

clutches of the law, bul that has not
required any skill. He has committed
no crimes since he left the reformu-- 1

tury. and he entered that place when a
child. The man is not sound here," con-

cluded Mr. Karnes, tapping his fore-
head

"lie docs not Impress me as being 1111-- 1

sound menially." said Mr. Milchcl,
doubt ingly.

"er.v likely not al a single inter-
view. Perhaps indeed you may eveui
lia'-- concluded that he Is endowed j

wllh unusual intelligence. Kut sup-- j

pose Hull you were to meet liliii again'
and that his conversation should be
substantially the same ami that at
many subsequent Interviews with you
he should always descant upon e

topics in iiiudi the same words!
Such has been my experience, and I,
am s.'itislieil that his apparent brillian-
cy is really lusteiiess. As said at
first, lie is a monomaniac"

"Nevertheless, Mr. Karnes, he has
proved the fallacy of one of your fa-

vorite theories willi scarcely an effort
of his foeble brain."

"Whal theory?"
"You argued that the theft of the

will Is good evidence againsi young
Mora: that the will would be useful to
him. because its suppression would
double his fortune."

"I did, and my opinion remains

"Very good. Hut let me give you
Preacher .lini's Idea the Idea, lei 11s

say, of a practical crook opposed m
the theory of a skillful detective That
should be interesting, should it not','
Well. then, suppose thai any man --

that i. any man except the son- - knew
of this will and first stole the docu-- ;

nient and then murdered old Mr. Mora
to make it opeiaiive Now, after this
affair blows 01 er and young Mora is
In possession of the property, includ-
ing nine millions bequeathed else-
where, could not the possessor of the
will draw lntrL't, as It wen---

, upon He
capital by pivcnl lug this Important
paper, say quarterly, In substantiation
of bis claim?" j

"So that Is Preacher .Urn's theory. 1?

It? Well, it is precisely the sort of,
thing that a crazy mini would work
nut, but which no sane man would
either formulate or carry Into eifeel.
Hut. considering It for a moment as
ainoiig the possibilities, It Is easily de-

molished. No theory Is of value which Is
not substantiated by collateral drcutn-stance-

Now. ihere are no facts to Ht
the supposition of a murderer from'
without, while the chain of evidence
which encircles the son is almost com-- ,

plele Hut, since you have been dis-
cussing Ibis case wllh Preacher Jim,
perhaps you spoke to him about the
plaid suii of dollies. What are his
views In Ilia direction?"

"There he agrees with you that Is
to say, he believes that the murderer
wore hem going iu, as well as coining
oul, and ihal young Mora's sugges-
tion ihal they were taken from Ills
room lo finer the blood siaincd clothes
of the Intruder Is untenable."

"Thus, you see. he advances contra-
dictory theories which substantiate
mine as lo his insanity. Al one mo
uiciil h" thinks an oulslder came in
nnd killed ihe old nian to get the will
and use it against the son, and iu the
next breath he argues that the mur-
derer wore He iid MU, in which
lU&c ihe son iiiu-- t be Hie guilly pany.

So yi ee, Mr. Milchcl, I fear you'
w.i lour evening that is, if you
" in ai oiiid that boat with auy Idea
of p; nbiiig Ihls mystery.'1

"Which, of course, I did not." Inler
rilplcd Mr. Mltchd.

"Well, anyway 1 have to report that
1 did not waste my day. What would
yon -- ay, Mr. Mltchd. were I In tell
you that 1 have found that plaid suit
and that It Is at present In my posses- -

'

slon?"
"I should say that you me a very

clever man unless'''
"Fnless whal ':" t

"Ftiless some one found the things
nnd brought them 10 you. That was a
possibility prophesied by Preacher
.Ilin."

"Oh, Indeed! Hut he probably meant
the regular police 1 do not have im- -

portanl dews and evidence thrust
upon me In that manner. No: I dis-

covered these things by ihe system
which you deprecate by spying."

"This is becoming Interesting. Clvn'
me the details."

"I am to understand, then, that you
will work Willi me on the case? You
nsked for L'l hours Iu which to con- -

shier Hie nlalter. but you have not,
given me your decision. You have
sponi the last hall hour ciiatniig me."

"Oh. I meant no offense! Surely
yon have laken none There's my
hand. Yes, 1 will study out this
problem with you. but 1 stipulate for
perfect liberty lo proceed as I please."

"Very good. Then I will relate what
has happened since we parted. You
speak sneetingly of spies and make a
plea for the use of brains alone Hut
it Is only In lieilon that a detective
listens to the story of a crime and
finds the solution without visiting tho
locality In which It was committed
or seeing the suspected parties. In
practical experience the analytical
work goes hand iu hand with what
ynti call the spy system. If suspicious
circiimstanci.'s point to a certain man,
we watch his movements, and often we
very soon discover that he Is innocent or
guilty, especially when we can spy upon
him before he knows that he Is sus-
pected. Willi that knowledge, of
course, the criminal uses more caution.
To my mind. It was almost a certainty
that young Mora killed his father. I
argued that hn was unaware of tho
fact that be had been observed by the
watchman until he heard It on the fol-

lowing day. He had changed his cloth-
ing because of the blood spattered up
on him. and to offset the watchman's
testimony he denied his first visit to
the house."

"1 follow you. Proceed."
"Think a moment. If a man can

make a change of clothing away from
his own home iu the middle of the
night, reappearing In garments which
are not new and which he is known to
have worn before the logical deduction
Is that he must have another residence
in which he l suliioii-ntl- at home to
keep a part of his wardrobe there"

"Yes: you are light, (fo on."
"Ilnving removed his blood stained

garments and having replaced them
with a fresh stilt, he would hurry home
to be the one lo discover and report
the crime, but when he then learns
that he had been seen In a suit con-

spicuous because of Its pattern ho
would naturally become anxious about
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'i liurri.-i- l to ihr rirrr, nicivic fussed
Ihr Innnllc oivrjoiircf,"

that suit. Fearing that it might lm
found iu that clo-- et at his other house,
where he had hurriedly left it, lie
would take the lirsi opportunity to re-

move It. Since the murder young Mora
had lieen held to await the result of the
inquest. Yesterday he was released,
the district attorney evldenily consid-
ering that to be rhe wisesi coui'se until
be can obtain better evidence to pre-
sent to the grand jury. Yesterday,
therefore, the man had his first oppor-
tunity tn go after the dollies. There-
fore I watched him. I knew that hu
would be cautious, and so I was com-p'ile-

to use the double spy system. I

(tillered another man to follow him,
which lie did until, by doubling 011 his
tracks, always In Itself a suspicious
circumstance, voting Mora had sue-eoot- d

in discovering that he was be-- j

Ing followed, whereupon my man de-

sisted. After that I had no dliliculty
In continuing the chase, for. having
lid himself of a spy. he was no longer
suspicious. I may say. Iu passing, that
just after this my man met you with
Slippery Sum near Apollo hull, for wi
were iu that neighborhood. Mora went;
straight to a house, which lie entered,
using a night key. Half an hour latei j

he came oul again with a bundle Till 1

time lie looked about for spies; but,!
seeing 110 one whom he mistrusted, ho
hurried by the nearest way to the riv-

er, where he tossed the bundle over-
board. You see. It was no part of his
intention lo destroy the clothes. In-

deed liuie no doubt that he hopes
that they will be found, whereupon lie
will claim that the assassin has thrown
them into the river. Hut. unfortunate-
ly, Midi a claim will urn be only use-
less, bin li will now Injnie his cause,
for I have some Ideas about these gar-
ments which iimy prove puzzling lo
him."

"1 would like 10 hear them."
"Wo will come to that better, think,

when we meet Mr. Mora face to face."
"And when w III that be?"
"1 have taken the liberty to wtlle

him a letter asking him to call here on
business of vital Importance"

"And do jni think thai ho will
come';"

"Yes. He is playing a bold game ll
is tiine he were here now. because 1

asked I1I111 lo be with us by Id. and it
is now half luisi rhcrcfore h I me con
dudi. Alur 1 irtn tliUi, Hu bluuiU,

which of course r did very promptly,
I returned to the house, and them Jt

discovered n pretty lit tlo worrwn who
calls herself Mrs. .Morton. Moreover E

am convinced that. Morton und Mont
tire one and Hie same"

"You mean lo say that he Is secretly
married under an assumed name-'- "

"So il iipp"iir. at a sup. iti, ,. ji.iu, ,
What we may learn when w piobu
deeper reinallis to be seen. Ah! The it
Is your bell. It is he"

Within n few minutes the door open
cd to admit a young man fiiuli 'oisly
dressed In a uit of black. Young
Mora wns a beardless youth, wnh only
the lirrft suspicion of a mustache but
there wns that Iu his manner which be-
tokened a keen Intellect and shnrn
wits. Ills eyes wandeied from one to
the other of tlie two men b - Iy
and wllh n look which rather
lenged them. His chin was lingo and
his Jaws (Irinlr set. Indicating great
power of self control. Withal he was
a manly fellow and rather hnndscune,
with his well chiseled features and
black hair parted evenly in the mklil'c,
but brulied so Hint It did not seen
effeminate Mr. Mltchd hini 11:1 r
rnwiy. and a new Interest in the asf
sprang up within his mind. Cndd
this be a murderer? If so. ho fan,- ..,1
that It would he difficult to prove H
therefore awaited the Interview bo
tiveen Mr. Huriu-- s md the newi omer
wllh anticipation-- - m enjoymptit It
was to be a battle of wits, winch

allured him.
"Vou nsked me to call here, I bdlnve,

Mr. Karnes." said Mora, himself begin-
ning the conversation.

"1 did." replied the detective "Pw-ml- t
me to present you to Mr I.nritjr

Mltchel. And now, if ynti pleiive, bn
seated."

The two men bowed, and Mr. Michel
handed a chair, which Mora took.

"Mr. Mora." continued Mr. Harness,
"you may wonder why I have asked
you to call here. I will therefore c lent-u- p

that point at onre. Since your re-

lease from the hands of the police- I un-

derstand that you have offered ?10.000
reward for the arrest, nnd conviction of
the man who murdered your father.
Am I right?"

"Quite correct."
"In that case I mean to earn the re-

ward."
"1 shall he as pleased to p.iy it to you

as to any other man."
"Ah, no doubt! Hut would you ho

pleased at all at the arrest and convic-
tion of the criminal the real criminal,
I mean?"

Mr. Karnes spoke slowly, vrith sig.
niticuui emphasis upon some of his
words, and both he aud Mr. Mltohel

the young man closely, but do-

led! d no sign of uneasiness. His reply
wu" terse and pertinent.

"I should. It is the only absolute
proof of my own innocence winch w d
In- - convincing to the world."

"Always supposing, of course thut
you are Innocent." said Mr. Karn- s
mci i ilessly.

"My innocence is not a supposition,
It is a fact," retorted Mora quickly,
but without auy show of temper.

Mr. Mltchel was delighted with h
though his lie! feet defense against ,re
attack of the dctectlie was only what
he had been led lo expect from what
he laid heaitt 01 him.

"So you have insisted." resumed f

Karnes. "Your Innocence then. In i,g
a fact, a you call it. you have no fn,
of any Investigation that I may make

'i have no fear of any truths ihi
you might unearth. I am only ufia.ii
of your blunders."

"Well, then, in order to avoid
would you l.e willing 1

reply to a few quesiioiis whn h f
truthfully answer' .i. inim prevent
my slipping luto error?

"If you can ioiu.uit ine of your
good faith. I would "

"And what do you 111. uii bv mv good
faith?"

"I will tell you frankly. If you are
trying honestly to unravel the niyst. iy
of my father's death. I will assist you
to the extent of my ability. If. l.otv
ever, you are merely piecing together

upon which you hope- lo
prove my own guilt, why. I am not
Mich an ass as to help you."

"No. of course not. Well, then, Mr
Moiton. I can assure yon of my g.jod
faith. 1 am honestly trying to rind thi
real murderer. Will jou answer my
questions?"

Mr. Karnes called him Mr. Morion
to note the effect of his words, and he
was satisfied, for. though the detect-
ive did not act as though aware of
having used a wrong name, but eon
tinned so that one might readily have
thought it a chance slip of the tongue.
Mora started perceptibly, bit h.s hp
and strained every muscle in Ins Iwdy
iu liU effort to preserve his self con
trol. All of ibis Mr. Karnes saw. and
he considered that his maneuver had
succeeded.

Mr. Mltchel, closely observing th
men, also comprehended the inient of
the detective us well as Its eflei but
he derided that Mr. Karnes had m.n! "

II grave error. It seemed mom inan
probable that Morton was an abas nf
the man before them, and so mm a
hud been proved by taking b in by -- u

prise Km at the same 1,1110 In 1 as
now on his guard and odd better
prepaie his defense, espec illy as p

ltatlies could not play Ins liiinip . .iM
at once The siliiation 11

Mr. Mltchel was iiici'i-usm- n iut."'is!
"1 will answer whatciii y iu choo-- e

to ask," presently laun Mci's icpi;
"You bale suggcsled. Mr Mora

the miirilerer ol your f.uh. tool, i.v
plaid suit of doilies and wore t'ic ,i

over his own w hen Ic.muc ilie i

Do you still adhere 10 tli.it I'.i-oi-

"1 noi or sr.id that 1 bdn . d ii, w.is
the answer.

"You did not claim t.. 1. Hove n "
exclaimed the delta. tire, thoroughly
astonished.

"No," said Mora coolly. "l,.-- t me ex-

plain. I think it was y,u who
a theory thai bei mi- -. a i.iau m

a plaid suit was seen at our lions, t

stood proved that I was ihere I

parry your attack suggested a Hi m v

equally tenable, which agree! wim
claim of Inuoceiite as well c- -

sustained your charge of
Kut you cannot lind It in Hie reiords
that said that 1 believed my ow 1

proposition. It was the llrsi that in-

curred to me. ami I utilized It. I could
think of others equally good, perhaps
bet ler. for that one had a tlaw in 1

which 1 was surprised to mv passed
unnoticed."

"Perhaps you would not mind telling
Hie the tlaw in your own proposition"
said Mr Karnes v m a ' T,it sue.

"With pleasure,'' aiibwerctl .Horaj


